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Statement on Middle East Conflict
Second Draft, with member feedback incorporated

During the ICCB 2025 conference, an emergent theme was the need to understand the
complex social-ecological systems in which conservation resides and that to combat
biodiversity loss the intersections (or polycrisis) of biodiversity, climate change, food
(in)security, and (armed) conflict must be considered. We recognise that injustices
persist globally that fundamentally intersect with conservation, including in the ongoing
conflict in Israel and Palestine. We acknowledge the continued displacement of
Palestinian communities, including traditional knowledge holders, through escalating
military violence impacting all who reside in the region. This conflict has caused
profound human suffering and environmental destruction across the region over the
past 20 months. The repeated bombings in Israel and Palestine’, along with the use of
white phosphorus and other destructive weapons, have not only taken countless human
lives but also damaged vital ecosystems. Citrus? (laymoun and bordaan) and ancient
olive (zeitun) trees — central to Palestinian cultural and agricultural life — have been
destroyed, severing communities from their food sovereignty and deep-rooted
ecological relationships®. The intense bombardments of Gaza and Israel, the increased
military activity across the Middle East, and other wars worldwide have further
significantly accelerated carbon emissions, stressing the destructive impact of war on
our climate*. We acknowledge this to emphasize that conservation must include all
voices and that many impacted by this war and other global crises were unable to join
us at ICCB to have their voices heard. We call for peace based on mutual respect and
security for all, advocating for an immediate end to all fighting in Gaza (and all other
parts of the Middle East) from all sides, and promoting reconciliation and collaboration.

As a conservation community it is our responsibility to address these conflicts by
facilitating conversations of peace and equality. We seek to do our part in this by taking
a new path. We have invited a small set of those who engaged in the submission period
and identified those who wish to engage in a respectful and facilitated conversation to
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begin a new discussion. The intent is to write a collaborative scientific

statement or editorial) on shared (and unique) environmental problems in the Middle
East region as a

whole, with war as one aspect and many others in scope. When it is robust it would be
shared again more widely for others to comment on and sign on to.

Process in Statement Drafting

Member request: Attendees asked SCB/ICCB to acknowledge the Gaza war’s
humanitarian—biodiversity dimensions.

Initial review: SCB leaders met and confirmed our usual policy path (draft —
board/policy review — member input — endorsement).

Timing adjustment: Given limited time during the congress, the draft was presented at
plenary for awareness (not as a final conference statement), and a two-week member
comment period was opened.

Parallel statements: We coordinated timing with other statements (e.g., Oceania,
Indigenous) to ensure each received appropriate visibility and due process.

Member feedback & revision: After two weeks, we received diverse feedback. A
revised draft and a summary of how comments were addressed were produced.

Next steps: We will host a small, facilitated dialogue with invited contributors (including
Palestinian and Israeli scientists) to refine shared principles and consider an editorial for
broader review and potential endorsement/signatures.

Our commitment: Transparency, inclusivity, and careful process. We’ll update
members on outcomes and any call for signatures.
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