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The Honorable Brooke Rollins

Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave, SW Washington, D.C. 20250

Subject: Comment on the Proposed Rescission of the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule
Dear Secretary Rollins,

On behalf of the Society for Conservation Biology North America (SCBNA) - part of the global Society
for Conservation Biology representing nearly 3000 members from six global regions - we write in strong
opposition to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's proposed rescission of the 2001 Roadless Area
Conservation Rule, as announced on June 23, 2025. The Roadless Rule is a cornerstone of American
conservation policy, protecting some 58.5 million acres of national forest land, and its proposed repeal
would have devastating and irreversible consequences for our nation’s forests." ? Roadless areas globally
have been recognized as repositories of biodiversity, clean water, carbon sequestration and storage, and
unsurpassed natural values.’ The scientific evidence overwhelmingly supports the preservation of these
areas for the protection of biodiversity, the enhancement of wildfire resilience, and the long-term health of
our ecosystems for future generations. Moreover, roadless areas in Alaska and and nation-wide are of
strategic importance in adapting natural and human communities to unprecedented climate change; while
roadless areas span the national forest system, the highest concentration is within the Tongass and
Chugach National Forest in Alaska, with the Tongass representing 16% of all roadless areas and its
old-growth forests (within and outside of roadless areas) storing the equivalent of ~20% of the entire
carbon on the national forest system.’

The national preservation of roadless areas is fundamental to safeguarding the rich biodiversity of our
public lands. Roads are a primary driver of habitat fragmentation, a process that isolates wildlife
populations, disrupts migration corridors, and increases the risk of local extinctions.®*’ The construction of
new roads introduces invasive species, alters hydrological patterns, and increases human-caused
disturbances, all of which compromise the integrity of forest ecosystems.” ® By maintaining the intact
nature of these landscapes, the Roadless Rule provides a crucial defense against these threats, allowing
natural processes to go uninterrupted and preserving vital habitats for myriad species, including many
threatened ones.” Roadless areas also strengthen nearby wilderness and other protected lands by acting as
buffers, helping to maintain large connected landscapes that wildlife depend on.'® The global scientific
community has consistently highlighted the critical importance of these intact forests as refuges for
biodiversity.> ' 12

Furthermore, the protection of roadless areas is a vital strategy in our efforts to combat the increasing
threat of severe wildfires. While roads can be used for fire access, their primary impact in fire-prone
regions is to act as a vector for human-caused ignitions, which are responsible for a significant portion of
all wildfires.”” Intact forests, free from the human activity and fragmentation associated with road
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networks, tend to exhibit a more natural fire regime and greater resilience.'* '* The proposed rescission
would facilitate road construction and logging in these areas, thereby increasing the risk of human-caused
fire starts and disrupting the natural fire-adaptive properties of the landscape. Roadless areas are integral
to broader forest restoration and climate change adaptation efforts, serving as a bulwark against the
destructive impacts of a warming climate.'

Finally, the preservation of our nation's roadless forests is an intergenerational responsibility. These wild
and undeveloped landscapes are irreplaceable public assets that provide essential ecosystem services,
including clean water, clean air, and carbon sequestration.'” They represent the truly wild places on our
public lands, offering unparalleled opportunities for recreation and spiritual connection. The proposed
rescission would jeopardize these values, sacrificing the long-term health and resilience of our forests for
short-term gains. The 2001 Roadless Conservation Rule remains as a forward-thinking policy, and its
continuation is a commitment to ensuring that future generations inherit a legacy of vibrant, ecologically
productive, and intact forests.'®

In conclusion, the proposed rescission of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule is a dangerous and
misguided policy that runs counter to sound conservation and environmental health science. It would lead
to the degradation of our nation's biodiversity, increase wildfire risks, compromise the long-term
sustainability of our forests, and jeopardize access to a clean living environment.” We urge you to
abandon this proposal and reaffirm the commitment to protecting our last wild and roadless forests for the
benefit of all Americans, today and tomorrow.

Sincerely,

5{9 AT %WM’CU&

Lauren Jonaitis
Vice President of Policy, SCBNA
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